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—

'TEACHEk's LltJRARY ASSOCIATIONS.

Considering this a subject of importance, and believing

tliat ray views njion it would meet with very general aj^-

proval, if nnderstood, I have concluded to append to the

foregoing Eeport the details of the plan matured for the es-

tablishment of Teachers' Libraries. It is hoped that special

attention will be given to this whole matter by members of

Assembly ; and that they will take what is here said in con-

nection with what has already been done for the improve-
inent of Teachers ; and putting the whole together, arrive at

a full understanding of the condition and prospects of thin^i-s

in this vital department of our s^ystein of Common Schools,

Our present position is briefly tliis: there is an opening for

three thousand good Common School Teachers in the State,

and there are hardly enough Teachers of any hind to supply
this demand, while the fpiality of the supply is much com-
plained of.

There is cm ciljsohite necessityfor some eccniomicctJ
,practica-

lie, and systematic effort to produce an efficient corps cf Teach-
ers ; and this effort must he perserercd in till the end is oh-

tained. Here is one vital, tangible point tlirough wliich Ave

can operate ; the proposition cannot be disputed, and the on-
ly question is as to the means.

IS'ormal Schools would not supply the demand, would cost

immense sums, and wonld educate a class who would not be
likely to seek employment in Common Schools. "We have
begun a system the best adapted to our circnmstan(?es ; it is

just beginning to assume form and consistency, and ah-eady
the good effects are very generally admitted by those havino-

the best opportunity to form correct opinions. Teachers are

required to be examined by County Committees ; and that
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